THE  LOMBARDS AXD AVARS.                  2Q

The Gepidse, the third of the barbarian races which
occupied Roumania, maintained their hold upon the
country for a century, and gave it their own name of
Gepidia, They are the most obscure of all these
motley bands, and we know little about them beyond
the fact of their existence. At one moment they
were at war with the Roman Empire, at another they
were its allies. At one period, Justinian succeeded in
capturing from them several towns, and even re-
assumed Constantine's old title of the "restorer of
Dacia." But two far more formidable foes appeared
about the middle of the sixth century in the persons
of the Lombards and Avars, the former coming from
the Baltic coast, the latter from the plains of Asia.
United by the common desire for plunder, under the
leadership of Alboin, these two tribes speedily over-
threw the power of the Gepidse, with such complete
success that the vanquished race henceforth disappears.
The Lombards did not stay long in the land. Accept-
ing the invitation of the Emperor Justinian to enter
his service, they crossed the Danube, leaving Rou-
mania to the Avars. The latter ruled more or less
continuously in the country for eighty years, though
the seat of their empire was on the site of Attila's
ancient capital in the midst of the great Hungarian
plain, and not in Roumania itself. But they included
it in their dominions until their defeat by the Emperor
Heraclius in their campaign against Constantinople
in 626. Their influence in the Balkan Peninsula never
recovered the effects of that crushing blow, and by the
middle of the seventh centuiy Roumania knew them
no more. Five different hordes of barbarians had